
Doctoral study program Political Science  

with the specialization Security and Strategic Studies. 

Academic Year 2021-2022. 

 

 

The single-subject doctoral study in the field of political science takes place in full-

time and part-time (distance study) forms. Its standard length is set at eight semesters. 

Students are obliged to meet all the requirements defined by the individual study plan, which 

is approved by the doctoral board. Students work out the individual study plan with their 

supervisor by the end of the first month of their studies. This study plan defines the stages of 

study, the schedule of completion of courses and tasks related to the implementation of a 

foreign research stay, publications in academic journals or conferences and similar public 

appearances. The study plan may be continuously supplemented, updated and, in justified 

cases, changed with the consent of the supervisor and the chair of the doctoral board. The 

study plan’s fulfilment is checked and evaluated by the supervisor and the chair of the 

doctoral board. 

All students have the same study duties. Based on an agreement with the supervisor, 

the chair of the doctoral board and the head of the department, full-time students receiving a 

monthly stipend are involved in research projects and pedagogical activities of the 

department. 

Students register for an oral state examination in the third year of study. The 

course POLd0004 must be completed before the student applies for the examination.  

The prerequisites for the PhD thesis defence is the passing of the oral state exam 

and obtaining 240 credits (ECTS); out of the 240 ECTS, 210 ECTS for compulsory 

courses and 30 ECTS for elective courses. 

Within the doctoral study in the field of political science, it is possible to study the 

specialization Security and Strategic Studies. The condition for its successful completion is 

the acquisition of 30 ECTS for elective courses focused on security issues. 

 

After passing the state doctoral examination and a successful defence of the 

dissertation, the graduates will be awarded the academic degree PhD. 

 

 



Compulsory courses - fall semester 

 

Course Teacher Code Type ECTS 

Personal  Study Program I. Supervisors POLd0001 Z 10 

Personal  Study Program II. Supervisors POLd0002 Z 10 

Personal  Study Program III. Supervisors POLd0003 Z 15 

Personal  Study Program IV. Supervisors POLd0004 Z 15 

Dissertation Project Supervisors POLd0005 K 20 

Preparation of Dissertation  

Thesis I. 

Supervisors POLd0006 K 20 

Preparation of Dissertation  

Thesis II.  

Supervisors POLd0007 K 20 

Dissertation Thesis Supervisors POLd0009 K 40 

Research Abroad Supervisors FSSd0900 Z 201 

Placement Abroad Supervisors FSSd0990 Z 202 

Political Science Conference Supervisors POLd0010 Z 10 

Political Science  

Conference Abroad 

Supervisors POLd0011 Z 10 

Political Research:  

Theories and Methods 

Roberts, Spáč POLd0012 Zk 20 

 

Elective courses - fall semester 

Course Teacher Code Type ECTS 

Theory of Political Regimes Holzer POLd0101 Z 10 

Regional Aspects of Politics Pink POLd0102 Z 10 

Preparation for Conference Spáč POLd0107 Z 06 

Study Visit Supervisors FSSd0910 Z 04 

Presentation of the Academic 

Paper at the Intl Workshop 

Sirovátka  FSSd0920 Z 15 

Communication of Research 

Results 

Macháčková  ZURd0010 Z 10 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Alternative: Placement Abroad. 
2 Alternative: Research Abroad. 



Elective courses - fall semester – specialization Security and Strategic Studies 

Course Teacher Code Type ECTS 

Contemporary Political Science 

Research on Security 

Mareš POLd0201 Z 10 

Contemporary Research  

On Populism and Radicalism 

Havlík POLd0202 Z 10 

Security Praxis Mareš POLd0206 Z 10 

Study Visit  Supervisors FSSd0910 Z 04 

Presentation of the Academic 

Paper at the Intl Workshop 

Sirovátka  FSSd0920 Z 15 

Communication of Research 

Results 

Macháčková  ZURd0010 Z 10 

 

 

Faculty elective courses - fall semester 

Course Teacher Code Type ECTS 

Research Abroad II. Supervisors FSSd0901 Z 20 

Study Visit II. Supervisors FSSd0911 Z 01-10 

Placement Abroad II. Supervisors FSSd0991 Z 20 

 

 

Compulsory courses - spring semester 

Course Teacher Code Type ECTS 

Personal  Study Program I. Supervisors POLd0001 Z 10 

Personal  Study Program II. Supervisors POLd0002 Z 10 

Personal  Study Program III. Supervisors POLd0003 Z 15 

Personal  Study Program IV. Supervisors POLd0004 Z 15 

Dissertation project Supervisors POLd0005 K 20 

Preparation of Dissertation  

Thesis I. 

Supervisors POLd0006 K 20 

Preparation of Dissertation  

Thesis II.  

Supervisors POLd0007 K 20 

Dissertation Thesis Supervisors POLd0009 K 40 

Research Abroad Supervisors FSSd0900 Z 203 

Placement Abroad Supervisors FSSd0990 Z 204 

                                                           
3 Alternative: Placement Abroad. 
4 Alternative: Research Abroad. 



Political Science Conference Supervisors POLd0010 Z 10 

Political Science  

Conference Abroad 

Supervisors POLd0011 Z 10 

Political Research:  

Theories and Methods 

Roberts, Spáč POLd0012 Zk 20 

 

Elective courses - spring semester 

Course Teacher Code Type ECTS 

Research on Communal Politics Balík POLd0103 Z 10 

Electoral Studies: Theories and 

Approaches 

Chytilek, Šedo POLd0104 Z 10 

Stein Rokkan´s Theories Kopeček POLd0105 Z 10 

Comparative Political Institutions Rybář POLd0106 Z 10 

Study Visit Supervisors FSSd0910 Z 04 

 

 

Elective courses - spring semester – specialization Security and Strategic Studies 

Course Teacher Code Type ECTS 

Comparative Strategies Mareš, Procházka POLd0205 Z 10 

Experimental and Predictive 

Research On Security 

Chytilek POLd0203 Z 10 

Research On Security  

In Post-Transitive Countries  

Stojarová POLd0204 Z 10 

Security Praxis Mareš POLd0206 Z 10 

Study Visit  Supervisors FSSd0910 Z 04 

 

 

Faculty elective courses - spring semester 

Course Teacher Code Type ECTS 

Research Abroad II. Supervisors FSSd0901 Z 20 

Study Visit II. Supervisors FSSd0911 Z 01-10 

Placement Abroad II. Supervisors FSSd0991 Z 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Recommended Schedule of Doctoral Study Program of Political Science 

 

First semester: compulsory POLd0001 + two elective courses 

Second semester: POLd002 + POLd0012 + one elective course 

Third semester: POLd0003 + POLd0005 

Fourth semester: FSSd0900, or FSSd0990 (foreign research  or working stay) 

Fifth semester: POLd004 + POLd0010  

Sixth semester: POLd0006 + POLd0011 + oral state exam 

Seventh semester: POLd0007 

Eighth semester: POLd0009 

 

 

Doctoral Readings – fall semester of the academic year 2021/2022 

 

• Lectures of foreign lecturers: prof. William Allen, Michigan State University; will be specified at 

the beginning of and during the semester. 

• Lectures of foreign lecturers: prof. Thomas Grumke, University of Police and Public 

Administration in North Rhime-Westphalia; will be specified at the beginning of and during the 

semester. 

• Lectures included in the habilitation procedures: dr. Monika Brusenbauch Meislová, FSS MU 

Brno; will be specified at the beginning and during the semester. 

• Lectures included in the habilitation procedures: dr. Michal Smetana, FSV UK Praha, FSS MU 

Brno; will be specified at the beginning and during the semester. 

• Defences of Dissertation Projects; January 13, 2022, 9:00, form and place will be specified during 

the semester. 

 

 

Conditions to complete the courses Personal Study Program POLd0001-0004 are: 

participation in at least two doctoral readings; plus attendance at the defences of dissertation 

projects. 

 

 

Short Annotation and Prerequisites of Compulsory Courses. 

All Matriculation Years. 

 

Personal Study Program I. (POLd0001) - credits are awarded based on the assistance in 

teaching 1-2 courses (standard reading of papers or seminar papers in one course and 

conducting seminars in the other course), participation in the doctoral readings during the 

semester plus according to individual requirements of the supervisor. 

 

Personal Study Program II. (POLd0002) - credits are awarded based on the assistance in 

teaching 1-2 courses (standard reading of papers or seminar papers in one course and 

conducting seminars in the other course), participation in the doctoral readings during the  

semester; plus according to individual requirements of the supervisor. Prerequisite is passing 

the course POLd0001. 

 

Personal Study Program III. (POLd0003) - credits are awarded based on the assistance in 

teaching 1-2 courses (standard reading of papers or seminar papers in one course and 

conducting seminars in the other course), participation in so-called doctoral readings during 

the semester; plus according to individual requirements of the supervisor. Prerequisite is 



passing the course POLd0002. 

 

Personal Study Program IV. (POLd0004) - credits are awarded on the basis of assistance in 

teaching 1-2 courses (standard reading of papers or seminar papers in one course and 

conducting seminars in the other course), participation in the doctoral readings during the 

semester; plus according to individual requirements of the supervisor; plus based on a proof 

of publication or acceptance for publication of an article in the journal in the SCOPUS 

database, or a chapter in the monograph published in prestigious international publishing 

house located in the categories A*, A, or B of the FSS MU list, or an article in the journal in 

the Web of Science database with an impact factor Q1-3 (journals in the Emerging Sources 

Citation Index are not considered as WoS journals). The condition for granting credits is at 

least 50% of the author’s participation in the given text. Prerequisite is passing the courses 

POLd0003 and POLd0004. 

 

Dissertation Project (POLd0005) - credits are awarded on based on a successful defence of 

a text presenting the conceptual, theoretical, methodological and data-source characteristics of 

the dissertation project (for more details, see the syllabus) before a committee composed of 

supervisors and members of the doctoral board. The course is compulsory in the third 

semester of study. 

 

Preparation of Dissertation Thesis I. (POLd0006) - credits are awarded based on the 

submission of at least one-third of the dissertation. Prerequisite is passing the course 

POLd0004. 

 

Preparation of Dissertation Thesis II. (POLd0007) - credits are awarded based on the 

submission of at least two-thirds of the dissertation. Prerequisite is passing the course 

POLd0006. 

 

Research Abroad (FSSd0900), or Placement Abroad (FSSd0990) – credits are awarded 

based on the completion of a research stay (FSSd0900) or an internship/placement stay 

(FSSd0990) abroad, related to the preparation of the dissertation and approved by the 

supervisor and the chair of the doctoral board. One of the listed courses must be completed at 

any time during the doctoral study; the minimal uninterrupted length of the stay is three 

months. Completion of both courses is determined by the supervisor. 

 

Dissertation Thesis (POLd0009) - credits are awarded after submitting the full text of the 

dissertation to the supervisor and based on the publication or acceptance for publication of a 

part of the dissertation as an article in the journal in the Web of Science database with impact 

factor (journals on the Emerging Sources Citation Index are not considered as WoS journals) 

or (if the text recognized in the course POLd0004 was in the WoS category with an impact 

factor Q1-3) as an article in the journal in the SCOPUS database, or a chapter in the 

monograph published in prestigious international publishing house located in the categories 

A*, A, or B of the FSS MU list. The condition is at least 50% author’s participation in the 

given text. Prerequisite is passing the course POLd0007. 

 

Political Science Conference (POLd0010) - credits are awarded based on a documented 

active participation (presentation of the author’s paper) at a conference in the field of political 

science, approved by the supervisor. 

 

Political Science Conference Abroad (POLd0011) - credits are awarded based on a 



documented active participation (presentation of the author’s paper) at a conference in the 

field of political science outside of the Czech Republic, approved by the supervisor. 

 

Political Research: Theories and Methods (POLd0012) - credits are awarded based on the 

conditions specified in the course syllabus (see IS MU). The course can also be completed by 

participating in a methodological workshop ECPR or IPSA. 

 

 

Short Annotation and Prerequisites of Faculty Elective Courses  

 

Research Abroad II. (FSSd0901) – the course is intended for doctoral students to recognize 

credits obtained during a duly reported repeated one-semester research internship abroad, in 

the length of at least three months or in the case of an extension of the internship FSSd0900 

by another semester. The course completion is determined by the supervisor. The number of 

credits will be determined by the chair of the doctoral board or supervisor based on the length 

of the internship and workload (usually 20 ECTS credits are awarded in the case of whole-

semester internships). 

 

Study Visit II. (FSSd0911) – the course is intended for doctoral students to recognize credits 

obtained for repeated short-term trips abroad. The course completion is determined by the 

supervisor. The number of credits will be determined by the chair of the doctoral board based 

on the supervisor’s recommendation, considering the length of the internship and workload 

(usually 1-10 ECTS credits for short-term trips, most often 4 ECTS. 

 

Placement Abroad II. (FSSd0991) – the course is intended for doctoral students to recognize 

credits obtained for a duly reported repeated one-semester internship abroad, in the length of 

at least three months and more or in the case of extension of the internship FSSd0990 by 

another semester. The course completion is determined by the supervisor. The number of 

credits will be determined by the chair of the doctoral board or supervisor based on the length 

of the internship and workload (usually 20 ECTS credits are awarded in the case of whole-

semester internships). 

 


